
 
Engineer’s Honesty and Frugality 
 
HONESTY  
 
Engineers are always honest in matters of technology and human relationships. That's 
why it's a good idea to keep engineers away from customers, romantic interests, and 
other people who can't handle the truth.  
 
Engineers sometimes bend the truth to avoid work. They say things that sound like 
lies but technically are not because nobody could be expected to believe them.  
 
The abridged list of engineer lies is listed below.  
 
"I won't change anything without asking you first." 
"I'll return your hard-to-find cable tomorrow." 
"I have to have new equipment to do my job." 
"I'm not jealous of your new computer."  
 
FRUGALITY  
 
Engineers are notoriously frugal.  
 
This is not because of cheapness or mean spirit; it is simply because every spending 
situation is simply a problem in optimization, that is, "How can I escape this situation 
while retaining the greatest amount of cash?"  
 
POWERS OF CONCENTRATION  
 
If there is one trait that best defines an engineer it is the ability to concentrate on one 
subject to the complete exclusion of everything else in the environment.  
 
This sometimes causes engineers to be pronounced dead prematurely.  
 
Some funeral homes in high-tech areas have started checking resumes before 
processing the bodies. Anybody with a degree in electrical engineering or experience 
in computer programming is propped up in the lounge for a few days just to see if he 
or she snaps out of it.  


